PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

all the promises in this document would be rigorously
complied with. As our conversation ended, I told them
that they should acquaint me with the Generalissimo's
decision with respect to our entering into conversations.

That night the Council met, and I told them the results
of my interview and read them the document which gave
the concessions of the Generalissimo. Naturally, its con-
tents were scrupulously studied and there was an
unanimity of opinion about it. We found it too dexterously
drawn-up and unfavourable to us for the following reasons:
In the first concession, it was stated that generosity would
be shown to all who, without having committed crimes,
had been deceived into fighting. From this could be
gathered that there was no intention of generosity to those
who had entered the fight deliberately. The way in which
this concession was worded obliged us to think that the
other concessions might be carried out in an arbitrary
manner, and made to serve the political circumstances of
the moment in which they were applied.

The second concession left all Senior Officers and
Officers at the mercy of any accusation, and suggested
that they should betray the Republican Army when it
said "in proportion to the significance and efficiency of
the service which in the last moments of war they shall
give to the cause of Spain, or in proportion to the smallness
of their activity and their malice during the war." The
Council interpreted this as meaning that benevolence
would be applied to a greater or lesser degree, but only
towards those who during the war had managed to avoid
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